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gush's Theme: Time for
Insider in White House

| {
Businessman, lawmaker, spy |
chief, diplomat, party boss— |
he’s been all those and now
is fighting for the role of

After three years of a self-proclaimed
“gutsider” President, George Bush is
banking that American voters are
ready for an experienced hand in the
White House.

The 55-year-old Bush is offering
knowledge gained under fire in key
government posts at home and abroad
as his main asset in an admittedly up-!
hill campaign for the Republican presi- |
dential nomination. i

Bush’s statement that “I believe I've
had more national and international
experience in more areas’” than any
other candidate is hard to dispute. His
job résumé reads: Member of Con-
gress, Ambassador to the United Na-
tions, second U.S. envoy to the People’s
Republic of China, director of the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency and national
chairman of the Republican Party.
Campaign advertising pointedly ticks
off each of those roles in promoting
Bush as “a President we won’t have to
train.”

Kudos for capability. Amid Ford’s
“cabinet massacre” in late 1975, Bush
returned to the US. to head the_Cep-
tral Intelligence Agency. Professionals

in the agency were wary of his political

background. But, in the words of one

career intelligence officer: “He did his ;
job without fanfare and with some skill.

Some think Carter made a mistake by

not permitting him to stay on, despite

their party differences.”
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